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Welcome
Parrwang Lifts the Sky represents a
watershed moment in Australian theatre
history. The collaboration between
Victorian Opera and Short Black Opera
is the first of its kind in Australia and has
provided each member of the creative
team with an opportunity to grow their
understandings of traditional knowledges
and the importance of culture, language
and story. By virtue of this collaboration,
Victorian Opera demonstrates a
desire to move forward the process of
Reconciliation in a most beautiful, practical
and accessible way, creating opportunities
for audiences of all ages to witness
the powerful result which comes from
amplifying First Nations’ stories through
the medium of Opera.
Also cause for celebration in this
production is the continuation of the work
begun by Short Black Opera in providing
professional performance opportunities
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
singers who are classically trained. In this
regard, Victorian Opera is leading the way
as the first opera company in Australia to
engage a majority First Nations principal
cast. It is impossible to overstate the
significance of this partnership. It is one
we hope opera companies around Australia
will emulate in the years to come.
Victorian Opera and Short Black Opera
have embarked on this joint venture as
a voyage of discovery. The process of
Reconciliation opens up many avenues
to encounter the richness and relevance
of First Nations’ consciousness of our
landscape and environment, and offers the
possibility for all of us to become more

fully Australian, through recognising the
unique qualities of our region and to grow
individually and collectively from this
recognition.
Collaborations should be a source of joy
and energy. Parrwang Lifts the Sky abounds
in both. This work is a special gift to the
Victorian community, especially to our
young people. Short Black Opera and
Victorian Opera are privileged and proud
to have nurtured this work to successfully
take its place on our stages and to become
an important contribution to the evolving
dialogue around the notion of fully sharing
the richness of heritage on our collective
path to becoming a just, compassionate,
aware and consequently peaceful nation,
which in embracing generosity of spirit can
aspire to a greatness beyond the sum of
its parts
Richard Mills, Victorian Opera, Artistic
Director
Deborah Cheetham, Short Black Opera,
Artistic Director
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Synopsis
Scene 1: The Canopy - Parrwang
High in the treetops we meet
Parrwang, a young and confident
magpie. She is making preparations as
her cousin from Yorta Yorta country
will be arriving for a visit and is
expected any day now. Parrwang is
always keen to show off Wadawurrung
Country, which from the air is a neverending sea of gorgeous gum trees
stretching to the edge of a massive
ocean. Parrwang sings of the beauty
of Wadawurrung Country and is only
interrupted by a vigorous rustling in
the tree branches below.

Scene 2: Tjatja and Koki
A boy and girl emerge into the canopy.
Koki and Tjatjarrang (Tjatja), who are
brother and sister, are very excited
to have made it to the top branches
of the tree, where they can enjoy the
sunlight. The children seem to know
many things, the product of much
education, but it is not until they
climb to the very highest branches
of the tree that they experience
sunlight. The tree is full of colours, for
which they have no name, and it is at
this point that Parrwang enters and
introduces them to colours, trees and
flowers. The boy is keen to show that
he has the scientific Latin name for
everything that Parrwang has revealed
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to them but admits that this is the first
time he has experienced any of them
in real life. The children explain that
where they live there is no sunlight.
Parrwang thinks this is a very sad
situation.

Scene 3: Mr and Mrs Waa have
their say
As the girl and boy disappear down the
tree trunk and into the gloom, Mr and
Mrs Waa arrive in noisy fashion, as is
their wont to do! Mrs Waa begins to
question Parrwang about the visit of
the boy and girl, who she saw leaving
the canopy as they approached.
Parrwang shares all that she has
learned from the unexpected visitors
and of the empathy she feels for the
humans, who are doing it tough living
in the dark. A colourful debate ensues,
but it is time for Mr and Mrs Waa to
go as they need to prepare for the
monthly gathering known as the Great
Council of Birds.

Scene 4: Gorngany pays a visit
The distant call of a magpie can
be heard, it is Parrwang’s cousin,
Gorngany visiting from Yorta Yorta
country. Gorngany shares news from
up North, in particular the news that
she is soon to become a grandmother.
Parrwang explains the whole situation
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of the human children. It doesn’t take
much to convince the very clucky
Gorngany who sympathises, and
together they begin to formulate
a plan to lift the sky. As luck would
have it, the Great Council of Birds
is scheduled for that very twilight.
Parrwang and Gorngany prepare to fly
off to the Great Council of Birds.

Scene 5: Great Council of Birds
This scene is one of chaos by design,
until the silhouette of an enormous
eagle summons the attention of the
gathered crowd and silence descends
on the scene. It is Bunjil, the creator.
Bunjil welcomes the members of
the council and outlines the solemn
purpose of the gathering – to maintain
the orderly sharing of the skies. Mr
Waa outlines the agenda, and after
those issues are discussed, Parrwang
and Gorngany make their case with a
beautiful duet about sharing the sky.
Mr Waa expresses his concern so
Bunjil asks Parrwang if she would like
to share why she believes this must
be done. Parrwang sings about the joy
of sharing. As the sunset reaches the
peak of its beauty, Bunjil finally speaks
his mind, revealing his affection for the
humans having moulded them himself
from clay and grass fibres. Bunjil finally
declares that the magpies will indeed
lift the sky. Parrwang is elated and flies
off to tell the children.

Scene 6: A nervous wait
through the long night
The decision of the Council has been
made but will the plan work? Can the
blanket be lifted?

Scene 7: Parrwang lifts the sky
Finally, the great day arrives and a
tiding of magpies swoop onto the
stage to lift the darkness from the
people. As the blanket of darkness
breaks apart, the Parrwang chorus
begins.
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Rehearsals at Horti Hall

SUPPORT OUR YOUNG ARTISTS
Help our young artists bridge the divide

Victorian Opera is proud to offer you the opportunity to support our new Youth Orchestra
and Opera Project.
For the first time, we will bring together a talented group of young instrumentalists and
singers, aged 15 – 25 years, to present Franz Schubert’s The Friends of Salamanca.
This specially designed program, which builds on our commitment to education, will
provide concentrated training in orchestral accompanying with solo and vocal ensemble
performance.
These promising and emerging performers will experience the benefits of engagement with
the literature of opera and fine music.
Victorian Opera has received a generous gift from committed patron Professor Emeritus
Barbara van Ernst AM to fund the Youth Orchestra with a gift of $10,000. Our goal is to
raise a further $10,000 to help fund the project. Your support will help bring this inaugural
project to fruition.
Donors of $500 or more will be invited to view the General Rehearsal of The Friends of
Salamanca to experience how your gift has helped our young artists to bridge the music,
training and performance divide.
www.victorianopera.com.au/support-our-young-artists
For more information, please contact:
Louise O’Loughlin, Victorian Opera, Head of Development
louise@victorianopera.com.au
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Share Your Thoughts
Let us know what you thought of

Parrwang Lifts The Sky

www.victorianopera.com.au/survey
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Restart Investment to Sustain and Expand (RISE) Fund
– an Australian Government initiative

